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No. 

14.	 Are there any restrictions on where I can display  
	 a poster on election day? 

Yes.  A person must not display a poster of any size:

•	 within a polling place,

•	 within 6 metres of the entrance to a polling place (see questions 9 and 10)

•	 on the exterior of a building used as a polling place

•	 on Crown or council property (where that property is not being used 

	 as a polling place)

•	 on private property without the written permission of the owner

It is an offence to display posters in contravention of these restrictions

15. 	 Can I display a poster in the grounds of an enclosed 			 
	 polling place?

Only if the grounds have not been declared to form part of the polling place (contact the returning 
officer to find out). Size restrictions apply to display of posters in the grounds and on the boundary of 
enclosed polling places (see question 17). 

Remember the 6 metre exclusion zone (see question 8).  You will not be able to display any poster 
of any size within 6 metres of the entrance to the building used for polling even if the grounds have 
not been declared to form part of the polling place.

13. Do posters need to be registered?
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Only if the poster complies with size restrictions (see question 17).

Display of posters may also be regulated by other laws.  Posters should only be displayed in a way that 
they can be removed immediately after polling has closed and without damage to the environment 
or property or potential injury to members of the public.  For example, it may be appropriate to tie 
a cloth banner or cardboard poster to a wire fence, but not to paste a poster to a brick wall.  Also, 
posters/banners etc should be securely fastened (see question 19).  

Remember the 6 metre exclusion zone (see question 8).  You will not be able to display any poster 
of any size within 6 metres of the entrance to enclosed grounds if the grounds have been declared 
to form part of the polling place.

17. 	 What are the size restrictions for display of 					   
	 posters at enclosed polling places? 

Posters that are permitted to be displayed within the grounds of an enclosed polling place (see 
question 15) must not exceed 8,000 square centimetres in area.

Posters that are displayed on the boundary fence or walls of an enclosed polling place must not 
exceed 8,000 square centimetres in area.

It is an offence to display posters in contravention of these restrictions 

There are no size restrictions prescribed under elections legislation for posters displayed outside of 
these zones.  However, poster size may be regulated by other laws (see question 19).

Note:	 Posters of the prescribed size cannot be joined together to form a larger poster.  Posters 		
	 displayed adjacent to each other should be placed in such a way that a space is clearly visible
	 between them.  It is not acceptable to print multiple representations of individual posters on 	
	 a single piece of paper, board, cloth or other material for display where that single piece of 		
	 material exceeds 8,000 square centimetres in area.

16.	 Can I attach a poster on the boundary fence or wall of 			 
	 an enclosed polling place?
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T-shirts, hats, badges, buttons and other apparel that contain electoral matter do not require 
authorisation (see 7.1) or registration.

However, apparel containing electoral matter must comply with the general legal requirements for all 
electoral material which are designed to ensure electors are not mislead in the casting of their vote 
(see 7.2).

19. 	 Do any other legal restrictions apply?

Any person wishing to distribute or display electoral material should seek and be guided by their 
own legal advice to ensure compliance with any other legal requirements such as those under 
environmental, planning, local government or defamation law. 

Public safety is also an important consideration when distributing/displaying electoral material.  You 
may owe a legal duty of care in certain circumstances and may be exposed to liability in the event 
of property damage or personal injury.  Risk management and preventative action are important 
strategies to avoid accidents.  

18. 	 What about T-shirts and other apparel
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How to work out Polling place boundaries

Note:	
Where the NSWEC has not made a 
declaration that the grounds form part of the 
polling place, the entrance to the polling place is 
the entrance to the building used for polling.

Polling Place Grounds

Polling Place 
Building

Boundary Fence

6 METRE RADIUS

 

No Posters or Electoral Material 
within 6 metres of the entrance 
to Polling Place or within grounds

Entrance to Grounds

Entrance

Note:	
Where the NSWEC has made a declaration 
that the grounds form part of the polling place, 
the entrance to the polling place is the entrance 
to the grounds.

NOT DECLARED

Polling Place Grounds

Polling Place 
Building

Boundary Fence

6 METRE RADIUS

 

No Posters or Electoral Material 
within 6 metres of the entrance 
to Polling Place

Entrance

Entrance to Grounds

DECLARED




